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® 

The Colorado State Chess Association, Incorporated, is a   

Section 501(C)(3) tax exempt, non-profit educational corpora-

tion formed to promote chess in Colorado. Contributions are 

tax deductible. 
 

Dues are $15 a year or $5 a tournament. Youth (under 20) and 

Senior (65 or older) memberships are $10. Family member-

ships are available to additional family members for $3 off the 

regular dues. 
 

    ǒ Send address changes to James LaMorgese. 

    ǒ Send pay renewals & memberships to Dean Brown. 

    Ǔ See back cover for EZ renewal form. 
 

The Colorado Chess Informant (CCI) is the official publication 

of the CSCA, published four times a year in January, April, 

July and October. 
 

Articles in the CCI do not necessarily reflect the views of the 

CSCA Board of Directors or its membership. 
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From the Editor  

 

Happy New Year everyone! 
 

ñWe will open the book. Its pages are blank. We are going to put 

words on them ourselves. The book is called Opportunity and its 

first chapter is New Year's Day.ò - Edith Pierce  
 

It is with pleasure that this issue features Coloradoôs own, John 

Brezina. He traveled to London to capture his impressions of the 

2018 World Chess Championship, and he took some great pic-

tures to boot! Check it out, you will not be disappointed. 
 

It was great to see an American challenge for the World title, 

something that hasnôt happened since 1972. Sadly Fabiano Ca-

ruana fell just short, but by no means will he be out. Iôm sure he 

will be a serious contender for the title once again. 
 

The press coverage for the match was incredible - giving chess 

the much needed (and deserved) spotlight that it is worthy of. 

Let us hope that it will stay true for future events and that it be-

comes a regular feature to report about. 
 

 

May Caissa be with you. 
 

Fred Eric Spell 
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CSCA Board Meeting Minutes  

 

(November 25, 2018)  

 

The CSCA Board met at Todd Bardwickôs house. 

 

Present: Richard Buchanan, Kevin McConnell, Dean Brown, Akshat Jain, Todd Bardwick 

Absent: James LaMorgese, Jeff Cohen 

 

Todd started with a report on the State Scholastics Championship Tournament set for February 23-24. He described the playing site 

and the layout of where things will be happening. It was very thorough and it looks like things will go well. 

 

Dean reported that our bank account balance is at $10,778.14. 

 

We discussed problems of the membership list. We do not have a complete list of current paid members with all the information that 

may be needed, i.e., street and e-mail addresses, phone numbers. There is doubt about whether all those who joined at the Colorado 

Open are on the list on the website. 

 

The Board decided CSCA would not serve as a co-sponsor of a team tournament Brian Wall is organizing. 

 

The main business of the meeting was the setting up of CSCA tournaments for 2019, with their locations and dates. We chose dates 

for all of them. Most of the locations are set, one still needs to be chosen. 

 

The tournaments are as follows: 
 

¶ Senior Championship: March 23-24, ClubChess!!, Colorado Springs 
 

¶ Colorado Closed: April 5-7, Hampton Inn & Suites, Lone Tree 
 

¶ Class Tournament: May 18-19, site not determined yet - looking north of Denver 
 

¶ Colorado Open: August 31 ï September 1, Sheraton, 7007 South Clinton, Greenwood Village 

 

We discussed financial help for the Closed, and we decided that CSCA would pay for the tournament expenses and add $300 to the 

prize fund as well as providing a plaque for the winners of the Championship sections. The tournament will return to its earlier 

format of four 6-player sections, with the change that the winners of the Reserve sections will not automatically qualify for the next 

yearôs Championship. 

 
(December 17, 2018)  

 

The CSCA Board had a special meeting on the evening of Monday, December 17. Present were Richard Buchanan, Kevin 

McConnell, James LaMorgese, Dean Brown, and Todd Bardwick. 

 

We had a discussion of financial matters and the difficulties of using on-line registrations and accounting for the money. Also there 

are many players who apparently joined CSCA at the Colorado Open but whose names we do not have. Anyone who thinks this 

might apply to them should contact James LaMorgese. 

 

The main item for the meeting was a project that Kevin McConnell is working on. In it, the Denver Open would also hold a girls 

scholastic championships tournament, and the top section of the Open would include a number of titled masters. Some of these 

would receive financial incentives to participate and publicize the tournament among their colleagues. The Board approved looking 

into the matter further in co-operation with the Denver Chess Club. More on this will be coming out as it develops. 

 

k  
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2018 World Chess 

Championship Report  
 

by John Brezina 
 

(Reprinted with the permission of the Denver Chess Club) 

www.DenverChess.com 

 

 
 

(John Brezina has produced a superb report from the World 

Championship that was held recently in London, England. Of 

course, he also took some great pictures. John allowed me the 

liberty of inserting and captioning the photos. - J.C. MacNeil) 
 

(See all of Mr. Brezinaôs terrific photos from the event here: 

https://photos.app.goo.gl/o67jVf4EkXYbs9HR8). 
 

The setting is London, November 9-28, 2018. The world #1 

Magnus Carlsen versus world #2 Fabiano Caruana, first 

American chess player to compete for the crown since the year I 

was born in 1972. At stake, the world chess crown that Magnus 

has held for five years and the #1 rating that he has secured for 

over seven years. Oh yeah, and a share of 1.2 million dollars. I 

was very fortunate to attend rounds 4-6 of the World Chess 

Championship. 

 

My goal here is to try and give my perspective of the match 

through the eyes of a fan primarily, and then a bit of the media 

side. Not the games themselves, as many more qualified 

individuals have and will continue to analyze every move of 

every game. I had applied months earlier for media accreditation 

through FIDE which gave me access to much. My picture album 

included here will give sight to my words. 

 

 

 

After landing in London and waiting in line a bit for customs, 

Iôm finally called up. He looks through my passport, looks at me 

and asks in full classic British accent, ñWhat brings you to 

London?ò I said Iôm here to watch the two best players in the 

world play chess. He responds, ñOh yeah! And one of them is an 

American!ò as he stamps my passport book. ñWelcome!ò 

 

 
The classy, College at Helborn, the venue for the tournament. 

 

 
Eager spectators lined up awaiting entry into the venue. 

 

Many thanks to the organizers. London is not only a beautiful 

city but a wonderful host to the biggest match in chess. And the 

chess bug has bit the Brits. The line for each round wrapped 

around The College of Holborn, the match venue, as the first six 

rounds had sold out. FIDE and their sponsors of the match 

organized and presented a spectacular venue for fans and the 

players. The staff and security were professional and made you 

feel that you were at a special event. Once inside there were 

several rooms for fans to sit and enjoy the match. 

 

 
Excellent commentators, Judit Polgar and Anna Rudolph. 
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Large video screens were throughout broadcasting the match 

and great commentary from Judit Polgar and Anna Rudolph. A 

nice chess cafe room provided food and drinks. Downstairs a bar 

with stronger drinks to help others get through a grueling six 

hour match. Another larger room had many chess sets and tables 

for play. Many were set up to the live game where players would 

collaborate to attempt the best continuation. 

 

 
A packed room for every round watching the game live. 

 

But of course the most popular room was the theater with the 

players themselves onstage. In fact so popular you were ticketed 

a 30 minute time slot for viewing. The first several rows were 

reserved for VIPs and media. Special one way glass onstage 

assured silence for the players. A backroom was set up for 

media only. A special wristband got you past security and into 

the journalists workroom where the typing and stories were 

constant with every move made on the board. Daniel King was 

always working hard behind the scenes with his commentary 

and summations of the days events, then would host the 

extremely popular press conferences after the games. 

 

 
The extremely popular press conference after the games. 

 

 
Maybe this is after Game 6 with Daniel King saying. 

ñTake a look at this.ò - GM Carlsen saying, ñReally?!ò 

- GM Caruana saying, ñHow about that.ò 

 

And lastly past the media room was the very restrictive VIP 

room upstairs. Sometimes you would catch a glimpse of a 

known face exiting. Namely the new FIDE Vice President, Nigel 

Short, who I congratulated in passing. Throughout the day you 

would catch camera crews interviewing special guests or the 

players managers. Not surprisingly, many were conducted in 

Norwegian. And there you have a broad scope of the daily 

actively going on at the site. 

 

Now to set the stage for the start of the games... About 15 

minutes before showtime, a small group of media photographers 

are ushered into a backdoor onto the stage. Hallowed ground of 

chess! A roped off area in front of the board corralled us, with 

everyone vying for the perfect angle and shot. Some interesting 

yoga poses develop as a result. A few reminders and comments 

from the arbiters then a short wait. 

 

 
World class photographers on the job for a world class event. 

 

The stage is designed well for the players. Silent automated 

cameras surround the players and the one way glass obscures the 

audience. Bobby Fischer himself would approve! As 3:00pm 

approached, cameras and lenses were all focused on the entry 

point for the players. Like Formula One racers all revving their 
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